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Introductions

Rebecca Chowske, Ed. D.

Director of English and Reading

Margaret Ronai

Coordinator for Social Studies, 
Home & Careers
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Presentation Overview

• Why are the Humanities essential at this point in history?

• Humanities in action: 2022-23

• Future goals for the Humanities program
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District Goals: 
2022-23 
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Humanities: 
Nexus of ELA & 

SS 
Standards

Argument Writing

Language 
Conventions

Production & 
Distribution of 

Writing (Research 
& Presentation)

Key Ideas & 
Details

Craft & Structure

Integration of 
Knowledge & 

Ideas
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Goals of Humanities 
Alignment

• Critical thinking

• Information/Media literacy

• Research

• Effective communication

• Expanding problem-solving 
capacity

• Citizenship and leadership

• Create a pathway for humanities 
students
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Humanities Updates: 
Elementary Social 
Studies
K-6 initiatives this year

•Summer curriculum writing grade 1

•Grade 3: Red Trunk Project

•National Geographic Giant Maps, North 
America, Asia

•Grade 5: Level Up Village Kenya

K-6 initiatives requested for upcoming year

•Summer curriculum writing grade 3

•Atlases grade k-2
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1H-zkTmw0KQsXTYg52Z-RiMVfQ2LUoJqH%2Fview%3Fusp%3Ddrive_web&data=05%7C01%7Crebecca_chowske%40manhassetschools.org%7C9c9fd59f99cb46c22f2608daef1c3dda%7C82591ebb359c4107a0c341bd313c335a%7C1%7C0%7C638085202489100663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V6AcQ%2FgaFspWjeNH2nJQoT0r960JAlX%2FL7Uzn%2Bje8eg%3D&reserved=0


Humanities 
Grade 1
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Elementary Social 
Studies Curriculum

• Grade k- Self and Others

• Grade 1- My Family and Other Families, 
Now and Long Ago

• Grade 2- My Community and 
Other Communities

• Grade 3- Communities Around the World

• Grade 4- New York State and Local History 
and Government

• Grade 5- The Western Hemisphere

• Grade 6- The Eastern Hemisphere
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Social Studies 
Practices 



Humanities Updates: 
Elementary ELA

• K-6 Teachers College Reading and Writing 
Project fully adopted

• Focus on refining and enhancing program:

• Small Group Instruction/Intervention

• Review and Revision of K-2 Reading 
and Supportive Reading programs to 
integrate Science of Reading research

• Classroom: in conjunction with 
TCRWP

• Staff Development: "Six Shifts" 
with Kari Yates

• K-6 Word Work review
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Elementary 
Reading 
Curriculum

• Spiraling Continuum, extremely 
differentiated

• Students practice grade-level skills 
throughout the year

• Applied to multiple fiction and 
non-fiction units

• Includes genre-specific 
conventions such as mystery, 
historical fiction, realistic fiction, 
and fantasy

• Tightly aligned to NYS NextGen 
Standards
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Writing 
Overview
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Three genres 
of writing 

throughout 
the year:

Narrative

Informational

Opinion 
(Move to 

more formal 
argument in 

grade 6)



2022-23 Elementary 
Supportive Reading Focus

• Inclusion (with Special Education & ENL) in all TC 
trainings

• Addition of the Orton-Gillingham program

• Examination of Science of Reading Research and 
impact on our program

• Included in Kindergarten screening: First look at new 
entrants

• Fourth annual Summer AIS Reading program
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Supportive Reading 
Suite of Research-
Based Programs 
Available

• Wilson Fundations

• Wilson Just Words

• Wilson Reading

• Orton Gillingham

• Linda Mood Bell: Visualizing and 
Verbalizing

• Leveled Literacy Intervention

• We also use "UFLI" (University of 
Florida Literacy Institute 
materials)
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ELA and Social Studies 
Integration

• Level UP Village

• Wax Museum project

• American History project

• 6th grade Ancient Egyptian projects

• Interviews with North Hempstead Town 
Supervisor, Jennifer DeSena

• Japanese Tea Ceremony
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1CmI_3adFwPyt5LKoFqYym-2tgCxACSll%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca_Chowske%40manhassetschools.org%7Cd362f80720954581144208db50ac820a%7C82591ebb359c4107a0c341bd313c335a%7C1%7C0%7C638192474082054481%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gg%2B7vwn0JlsOewJXpKuORcdDZNCYt8D3hTCDWAja2WU%3D&reserved=0


Elementary Enrichment Updates:
Grade 5: Think Like an Explorer
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Elementary Enrichment Updates:
Grade 6: Greek Myths You Need 
to Know
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Next Steps:

• Continue to deepen practice

• Continue the alignment process 
(summer curriculum writing)

• Grade 2 Fundations will be begin

• IXL ELA available to all students grades 
3-6

• Additional inquiry-based opportunities
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June 1st: Summer Reading Letters!
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TCRWP Free Parent and Caregiver Workshops

Wednesday, June 14, 7PM EDT

What Happens Over the Summer Can Dramatically Deepen and Extend 
Your Children's Academic Prowess! 5 Practical Tips for Parents and 
Caregivers, Grades K-8

Thursday, June 15, 7PM EDT

If Your Child Finds Reading or Writing Hard, What Can You Do in 
the Summer to Support Their Literacy Growth? Some Tips for 
Parents and Caregivers, Grades K-8

Join by Zoom: https://tcrwp.zoom.us/j/95695628122
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftcrwp.zoom.us%2Fj%2F95695628122&data=05%7C01%7Crebecca_chowske%40manhassetschools.org%7Cdda839a5ab1249de2f8f08db521740e6%7C82591ebb359c4107a0c341bd313c335a%7C1%7C0%7C638194032085938509%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sXNWSUWiGmEJ5fMD6aQf0Zqiqgriehbtydqiz7kGUeU%3D&reserved=0


Thank you!
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ELA Questions: 
Rebecca_Chowske@manhassetschools.org

Social Studies Questions: 
Margaret_Ronai@manhassetschools.org


